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DATE:  September 17, 2015 

 

TO:  Board of Directors, Woodland-Davis Clean Water Agency  

 

FROM: Dennis M. Diemer, General Manager  

 

SUBJECT: Consider adoption of resolution certifying the final Supplemental Environmental 

Impact Report for the Aquifer Storage and Recovery Project, making CEQA 

findings, approving mitigation monitoring and reporting plan, and approving 

project  

 

 

RECOMMENDATION 

 

 Move to adopt the resolution certifying the final Supplemental Environmental Impact 

Report for the Aquifer Storage and Recovery Project, making CEQA findings, approving 

Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program, and approving the project. 

 

BACKGROUND 

 

 In 2007, the City of Davis (before the creation of the Agency) certified the final Davis-

Woodland Water Supply Project (“DWWSP”) Environmental Impact Report under the California 

Environmental Quality Act and CEQA Guidelines. The DWWSP is now under construction. It 

will provide surface water supplies to the Cities of Davis and Woodland and the University of 

California, Davis. In order to increase the reliability of surface water supplies, the Agency is 

proposing an aquifer storage and recovery (“ASR”) program (the “ASR Project”) in coordination 

with the cities. The ASR program would provide a more reliable drought supply through the 

construction and operation of a series of ASR wells that would be used for injecting and 

recovering excess surface water supplied from the Sacramento River. 

 

 In order to evaluate the environmental impacts of the ASR Project, the Agency has 

prepared the draft DWWSP Aquifer Storage and Recovery Supplemental Environmental Impact 

Report dated June 2015 (the “Draft SEIR”), which tiers off the 2007 final EIR. With respect to 

the City of Woodland, the SEIR evaluates the ASR Project at a project level of detail, focusing 

on the particular ASR wells planned to be installed and operated by Woodland (as more 

particularly described in SEIR chapter 2). With respect to the City of Davis, its ASR well plans 

are not as well defined at this time and the SEIR therefore evaluates the Davis plans at a broader 

program level of review, with the understanding that the Agency or Davis would undertake a 

more focused environmental review when Davis is ready to implement particular ASR well 

projects. UC Davis is not planning on installing ASR wells at this time. 

 

 The plan is for individual ASR well projects to be installed and operated by the cities 

rather than the Agency. The Agency will coordinate with the cities in its operation of the water  
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treatment plant and water delivery to the city. Prior to implementing any well project, the city 

would need to adopt CEQA responsible agency findings relating to the ASR SEIR. For the City 

of Davis, depending upon the particular well project details, it also may need to undertake 

additional CEQA review.  

 

 The Agency has provided public notice of the availability of the Draft SEIR, received and 

responded to comments, and prepared the Final SEIR, including a CEQA mitigation monitoring 

and reporting program. The Agency only received four comment letters on the Draft SEIR and 

they were relatively minor. The Final SEIR (which includes the Draft SEIR and mitigation 

monitoring and reporting program) has been made available to the Agency directors for their 

review and evaluation. 

 

 All of the potential environmental impacts associated with the ASR Project can be 

mitigated through the adoption and implementation of mitigation measures described in the Final 

SEIR. Agency staff have prepared the attached proposed resolution certifying the Final SEIR, 

making related CEQA findings concerning the potential environmental impacts, adopting the 

mitigation measures, approving the mitigation monitoring and reporting program to ensure that 

the mitigation measures are implemented, and approving the ASR Project for CEQA purposes. 

The resolution confirms that the Board of Directors has reviewed and considered the information 

and analysis in the Final SEIR and that it reflects the independent judgment and analysis of the 

Board. Agency staff recommends that the Board adopt the resolution.   

 

FISCAL IMPACT 

 

 The planned ASR wells would be funded, installed and operated by the cities in 

coordination with the Agency’s operation of the DWWSP water treatment plant. Therefore, the 

approval and implementation of the ASR Project would have no significant fiscal impact on the 

Agency.   
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